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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

George Heriot’s School 

Introduction 

1. As pupils who have worked to achieve the Rights Respecting School award and 

raise awareness of the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child 

in our school over the past two years, we are disappointed that the UNCRC is not 

being incorporated in Scots law. George Heriot’s School is a traditional school 

with traditional values and we have worked to adapt these values to conform with 

the UNCRC which we feel will benefit pupils in the school. 

UNCRC in a Rights Respecting School 

2. We feel that both the UNCRC and the Rights Respecting School award have 

greatly benefited our school community. Although our school already respected 

pupil’s rights, it was necessary to promote awareness of the UNCRC as making it 

easier to incorporate it into school life and curriculum.  

3. If pupils understand what their rights mean they can easily know how to use 

them, which means pupils are more confident to stand up for themselves as they 

comprehend what the rights mean for them.  

4. Due to the promotion of the UNCRC there are new mechanisms in place in to 

ensure it is much easier for pupils to raise their voices and concerns which are 

more likely to be heard and taken seriously.  

5. Thanks to the awareness of the UNCRC, adults and teachers in the school 

environment can more easily engage with pupils because there is a collective 

understanding of the framework of children’s rights and the issues that they deal 

with. This means adults are less apprehensive towards pupils who want to assert 

their rights. 

6. Pupils now feel that their rights won’t be violated as they have a precise 

comprehension of the rights which affect them, showing that the UNCRC ensured 

safety and security to pupils. 

7. It has enhanced already respectful relationships within the Heriot’s community as 

pupils are more willing to talk with teachers or other pupils if they have problems 

which they believe affect or violate their rights.  

8. Thanks to the Rights Respecting School Award we are implementing a more 

mutual respectful language, which reflects the values of the UNCRC, into our 

school community and official documentation, for example the school’s Code of 

Conduct is being adapted to change the language. This achieves a more positive 

atmosphere with understanding and respect among all members within the 

school. 
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UNCRC in Wider Society 

9. We feel that school is a microcosm of wider society and the impact within our 

school environment has been largely positive and successful. Therefore we feel 

that full implementation of the UNCRC in Scots law would also be beneficial for 

children and young people in Scotland. 

10. The Rights of the Child need to be made more explicit for young people to ensure 

that their rights and them are valued and upheld in society. 

11. The Scottish Government currently has obligations to protect and endorse young 

people’s rights, so it would be consistent to introduce the UNCRC into Scots law. 

As the Scottish Government still makes laws that are relevant to young people, it 

would make sense to incorporate the UNCRC, under which they already have 

international obligations. 

12. Article 41 of the UNCRC states ‘Nothing in the present convention shall affect 

any provisions which are more conducive to the realisation of the rights of the 

child and which may be contained in: a) the law of a State Party…’ and after 

reading through the relevant parts of the Children and Young People 

(Scotland) Bill we feel that the UNCRC is a more thorough documentation in 

relation to enforcing and upholding the rights of children and young people. 

13. The articles in the UNCRC should be at the forefront of legislation, as the rights 

included are basic necessities and human rights for children and young people. 

This means they are easy to relate into any outstanding and upcoming laws that 

the Scottish Government creates. 

Conclusion 

14. We achieved the Rights Respecting School Award by raising awareness of the 

UNCRC and incorporating it into our practice and culture at school. We now 

believe that it should be incorporated into Scots Law. This would guarantee, 

particularly for the most vulnerable members of our society, that their rights are 

met by all organisations. It has certainly helped build, frame and maintain positive 

relationships not only between young people but also between young people and 

staff. 
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